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Sammie Abdullah Abbott 
- se*d it proves the FBI oper- 
ates from “the depth of a 
sewer. ”• IJ\ Stone said it was 
purposeless. Robert Waldrop 
said it was pathetic. 

Abbott, Stone and Waldrop 
were among 11 Washingtoni- 
ans who, according to Sen. Ed- 
mund S. Muskie (D-Maine), 
,jye re observed and reported 
on by the FBI on Earth Day, 
the national “day of concern” 
for the environment held 
April 22, 1970. Muskie said he 
was quoting from an FBI re- 
port 

In telephone interviews yes- 
terday, Abbott, Stone and 
Waldrop said they were una- 
ware that they had been under 
surveillance on Earth Day, 
and said they do not consider 
themselves or the environmen- 
tal issue subversive. The three 
were the only ones among the 
11 identified in the report who 
could be reached yesterday for 
comment. 

Abbott, a former labor 
union organizer who has led 
the fight against new freeways 
in Washington, was not only 
identified in the report as one 
of those who had been under 
surveillance, but was de- 
scribed as a “publicly identi- 
fied . . . Communist party 
leader.” 

Asked if he could categori- 
cally deny being a Communist, 
Abbott said: 

“I don't have to categori- 
cally deny s . . . like that. It's 
nobody’s frigging business My 
whole record is public. If they 
can’t judge me by what I do 
and how I act, then I’ve got 
every damn right . . 

Abbott added, however, that 
at a time he would not specify, 
the FBI had approached him 
and asked him as “a patriotic 
American” to be an informer. 


‘The agents . . . told me that 
they knew I was not a subver- 
sive or a foreign agent,” Ab- 
bott said. “They knew about 
my decorated war record."' Ab- 
bott refused to be an in- 
former, however, he said. 

On Earth Day, Abbott was 
one of several speakers at an 
American University rally. His 
speech dwelt on how new free- 
ways would create new air pol- 
lution. 

“I think the time has come,” 
Abbott said yesterday, in a 
reference to FBI Director J. 


Edgar Hoover, “to cleanse 
America from a purveyor of 
untruths, half-truths and falsi- 
fications.” 

Stone, a journalist who pub- 
lished a newsletter here, 
spoke at the same rally on the 
Mall as Sen. Muskie on Earth 
Day. In his speech, Stone de- 
clared that the day was “a 
beautiful snow job" because it 
was diverting attention from 
the Vietnam War, which Stone 
said he considered a greater 
menace. 

“I certainly don’t mind the 


n 


on Earth Day 


FBI coming to hear me 
speak,” Stone said yesterday. 
“But I don’t see what purpose 
it had except to educate FBI 
men on the environment” 

“The problem the FBI ought 
to be worried about," Stone 
said, “us that they have so 
many agents infiltrating the 
left “that many of them get 
radicalized and liberalized by 
what they hear. 

'There must be some way to 
repasteurize or rehomogenize 
them,” he said. 

Waldrop, a Washington rep- 


resentative of the conser 
tionist Sierra Club, said 
felt “outrage” that a “patrio 
movement” like Earth D 
“should be tarred with a si 
versive brush. 

"On the one hand they a 
us to work within the syste 
for change,” Waldrop sa 
"... and on the other ha: 
they slap us with this. 

“The FBI, more than ai 
other element ip Ameri 
today, is forcing a polarij 
tion ... I don’t have any id< 
why they would do it” 




